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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 

As a means of complying with the duty of disclosure set forth in 37 CFR 1.56 and in 
keeping with the guidelines of 37 CFR 1.98, Applicant hereby submits information thought to 
be relevant to the above-identified application. Also submitted herewith is a completed form 
PTO-1449. The cited documents are: 



US 5,160,308 
US 3,935,993 
WO 99/10246 
WO 98/13271 
WO 93/16928 
DE 39 25 981 
DE 25 53 853 
EP 0 380 110 



November 3, 1992 
February 3, 1976 
March 4, 1999 
April 2, 1998 
September 2, 1993 
February 7, 1991 
June 2, 1977 
January 25, 1990 
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These documents are listed on the attached from PTO-1449, and a copy of each is 
enclosed. It is requested that the Examiner enter the cited documents in the file of the application 
and consider them under Rule 56. 

The documents listed above were cited in the international search report (copy enclosed) 
corresponding to the present U.S. application. 

It is respectfully submitted that the relevance of WO 93/16928 is apparent from its 
abstract, which is in English, and that the relevance of DE 39 25 981, DE 25 53 853 and EP 0 
380 1 10 is apparent from their drawings. 

The U.S. application is being filed herewith, and no fee is due. However, the Patent 
Office is authorized to charge any fee or credit any overpayment to our deposit account No. 03- 
3 1 25. A copy of this sheet is enclosed. 

In the absence of more pertinent prior art, the application is in condition for allowance; 
favorable action is respectfully solicited. 



Respectfully submitted, 



COOPER & DUNHAM LLP 




Donald S. Dowden 
Reg. No. 20,701 
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